
Presidents of the Church

HE UNDERSTOOD THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

A great part of Wilford Woodruff ’s wisdom was his

perception of the real purpose of his life. He wrote:

“I was twenty-three years of age; and in reflecting

upon the past, I became sincerely convinced that there

was no real peace of mind or true happiness except in

the service of God and in doing those things which

would meet His approval. As far as my imagination

would enable me, I brought before my mind all the

honor, glory, and happiness of the whole world. I

thought of the gold and the wealth of the rich, of the

glory, grandeur, and power of kings, presidents, princes,

and rulers. I thought of the military renown of Alexander,

Napoleon, and other great generals. I cast my mind

over the innumerable paths through which the giddy

world travels in search of pleasure and happiness. In

summing up the whole matter in the vision of my mind,

I had to exclaim with Solomon: ‘All is vanity of vanities

sayeth the preacher.’

“I could see that within a few years all would end

alike in the grave. I was convinced that no man could

enjoy true happiness and obtain that which would feed

the immortal soul, except God was his friend and Jesus

Christ his advocate. I was convinced that man became

their friend by doing the will of the Father, and by

keeping His commandments. I made a firm resolution

that from then I would seek the Lord to know His will,

to keep His commandments, and to follow the dictates

of His Holy Spirit. Upon this ground I was determined

to stand and to spend my future life in the maintenance

of these convictions” (quoted in Cowley, Wilford

Woodruff, 26–27).

HE RECOGNIZED TRUTH AND WAS
BAPTIZED

When he heard the witness of two Mormon

missionaries on 29 December 1833, Wilford Woodruff
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quickly recognized the truth and was baptized just two

days later. From that point on, there was no turning

back. He wrote: “I felt that I could truly exclaim with

the prophet of God, ‘I had rather be a door-keeper in

the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of

wickedness.’ The fulness of the everlasting gospel had

come at last. It filled my heart with great joy. It laid the

foundation of a greater and more glorious work than I

ever expected to see in this life. I pray God in the name

of Jesus Christ to guide my future life, that I may live to

His honor and glory, and be a blessing to my fellowmen,

and in the end be saved in His celestial kingdom, even

so, Amen” (quoted in Cowley, Wilford Woodruff, 36).

HE PARTICIPATED IN ZION’S CAMP

In 1833, the Lord called upon the faithful

priesthood holders of His church to travel from Kirtland,

Ohio, to Missouri to redeem and restore the land of

Zion (see D&C 101; 103). The Prophet Joseph Smith

led the group, and Wilford Woodruff was among the

approximately two hundred who went. When they left,

Wilford was twenty-seven and had been a member of

the Church less than six months.

While marching with the Prophet Joseph Smith

in Zion’s Camp, Wilford was further honed and

sharpened—prepared for greater service in the cause

of the Master.

Thirty-six years later, in Salt Lake City, he recounted:

“When the members of Zion’s Camp were called, many

of us had never beheld each others’ faces; we were

strangers to each other and many had never seen the

prophet. We had been scattered abroad, like corn sifted

in a sieve, throughout the nation. We were young men,

and were called upon in that early day to go up and

redeem Zion, and what we had to do we had to do by

faith. We assembled together from the various states at

Kirtland and went up to redeem Zion, in fulfilment of

the commandment of God unto us. God accepted our

works as He did the works of Abraham. We accomplished

a great deal, though apostates and unbelievers many

times asked the question, ‘What have you done?’ We
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