
Presidents of the Church

thought of going forth at the command of the God of

Israel to revisit my native land, to unfold the principles

of eternal truth and make known the things that God

had revealed for the salvation of the world, overcame

every other feeling” (quoted in Roberts, Life of John

Taylor, 67–68).

Elder Taylor himself was penniless and in very poor

health. Yet, like his companions, he felt that their trials

were but for a small moment, and he knew that the Lord

would provide for their needs. With Brigham Young

and others, he made his way back through Missouri so

they could leave for their mission to England on the

day and from the place the Lord had commanded

(see D&C 118:4–5).

HE BORE WITNESS IN LIVERPOOL,
ENGLAND

After an arduous

journey, Elder John Taylor

and his missionary

companion arrived in

England and were

assigned to labor in the

port city of Liverpool.

There they met with

members of a Protestant

congregation who were

seeking for the restoration

of the Holy Ghost and

the coming of Christ’s

kingdom. Speaking to

some leaders of the group, Elder Taylor bore a powerful

testimony of the restoration of the gifts and blessings

they sought:

“Brethren and friends, we are the humble followers

of Jesus Christ and are from America. I lately arrived in

this place, and have come five thousand miles without

purse or scrip, and I testify to you, my brethren, that the

Lord has revealed Himself from heaven and put us in

possession of these things you are so anxiously looking

for and praying that you may receive. (‘Glory be to God,’

was shouted by many present, and great emotion

manifested.)

“That thing has taken place which is spoken of by

John in the Revelations, where he says: ‘I saw another

angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting

gospel to preach unto them that dwell upon the earth,

and to every nation and kindred and tongue and people,

saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to

him, for the hour of his judgment is come.’ Brethren,

we the servants of God are come to this place to warn

the inhabitants of their approaching danger, and to
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call upon them to repent and be baptized in the name

of Jesus Christ, and they shall receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost.

“I feel an anxious desire to deliver this testimony.

I feel the word of the Lord like fire in my bones and am

desirous to have an opportunity of proclaiming to you

those blessings that you are looking for, that you may

rejoice with us in those glorious things which God has

revealed for the salvation of the world in the last days”

(quoted in Roberts, Life of John Taylor, 77–78).

It was fitting that in one of his first sermons in

England Elder John Taylor should bear witness of the

vision of an angel with a trumpet that he had seen many

years before he joined the Church. That vision had been

fulfilled; the angel had come and the gospel had been

restored. Through Elder Taylor’s continued efforts, ten

people from that congregation were soon baptized.

From this initial beginning, the work moved ahead

rapidly and a large branch of the Church was established

in Liverpool.

HE ENDURED OPPOSITION IN THE ISLE
OF MAN

While serving as a

missionary in the British

Isles, Elder John Taylor

labored for a period of

time on the beautiful Isle

of Man, in the Irish Sea,

the birthplace and

girlhood home of his

wife, Leonora. In nearly

every area of his mission

he was challenged by the

local clergy to defend the

restored gospel. On the

Isle of Man, four ministers
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While in the British Isles, Elder Taylor briefly visited Ireland. There he met
Thomas Tait. While walking near Loch Brickland, Mr. Tait asked to be baptized
and was the first person the missionaries baptized in Ireland.
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