
Presidents of the Church

since it was apparent that the Saints would not be able

to enjoy the temple for very long. But President Young

knew that from that temple, even though it would be

used only briefly, would come the power necessary for

the Saints to make the sacrifices and endure the hardships

required during the exodus. By completing the temple,

he demonstrated a balance and blend of the practical,

the spiritual, and the perspective of the eternal.

“There were those, of course, who criticized

Brigham Young’s intimate involvement with secular and

temporal pursuits—his concern with fencing farms, with

negotiating contracts for selling grain, his mobilizing

workers to build the transcontinental railroad—but

his point of view was that temporal and spiritual

concerns were indissoluble. In wearing many different

hats—prophet, businessman, governor, and family

patriarch—he saw his task and goal to be to promote

the temporal and spiritual welfare of his people. In his

view, he was the Lord’s steward in using all human

resources—public and private, church and state—to

create an economic and social order where all God’s

children under his care might live in peace and

prosperity. . . .

“Contemporary

observers whom we have

a right to respect—

persons of education

and experience and

standing who traveled to

Utah to observe him—

emphasized three

characteristics: his self-

confidence, his sincerity,

and his good common

sense. Fitz Hugh Ludlow,

a nationally known

writer and artistic critic,

found that BrighamBrigham Young, about 1876
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The Beehive House, in Salt Lake City, was first occupied by Brigham and
Mary Ann Angell Young in 1854. President Young lived there the remaining
twenty-three years of his life.

Young had ‘absolute certainty of himself and his own

opinions’ [The Heart of a Continent (1870), 368].

Governor Young, he wrote, was convinced that he was

doing God’s work, and that if he and other mortals did

all they could to establish the kingdom, God would see

to the rest. This helps us to understand the governor’s

firmness, his calmness, and his unshakeable optimism

in the face of seemingly impossible circumstances”

(Leonard J. Arrington and Ronald K. Esplin, “Building

a Commonwealth: The Secular Leadership of Brigham

Young,” Utah Historical Quarterly, summer 1977,

219–20).

AS A COLONIZER, HE HAS NO PEER IN
AMERICAN HISTORY

“While the Mormon outposts were being established,

numerous towns were springing up on favorable sites

on the canyon streams adjacent to Salt Lake Valley.

Gradually one valley after another received its portion

of colonists, the growth being mainly southward during

the first period, as the climate in that direction was

thought to be more favorable for agriculture than that

northward. . . . During the first ten years in the Basin,

100 towns were established. The settlements clustered

mainly east and south of the Great Salt Lake, of

the Jordan River, and of Utah Lake, with a line of

communities running in a southwest direction from

Juab County [in the middle west of the state] to the

southwest corner of Utah. Besides these main groups

of colonies, a number of Mormons were living in

Sanpete County [in the middle of the state] and in

[other] outposts. . . .

“Thus within ten years after the Saints had arrived

in the Great West, they had opened colonization activities

in a frontier country extending 1,000 miles from north to

south and 800 miles from east to west. Brigham Young’s

plan of preempting the West was being realized. . . .
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Reduction of 1868 
(to Wyoming)

Reduction of 1868 
(to Wyoming)
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