
Brigham Young    Chapter 2

This pioneer

company traversed 1,100

miles from Winter

Quarters, near present

day Omaha, Nebraska,

to the Salt Lake Valley.

Wherever possible, they

followed existing roads

and trails. Their route

followed the broad and

gentle Platte River Valley

for 600 miles to Fort

Laramie in Wyoming.

From there they crossed

to the south side of the

Platte and followed the Oregon Trail for almost 400 miles

to Fort Bridger; then they continued south on the Reid-

Donner Trail into the Salt Lake Valley. During the final

phase of the trek, which was the roughest section of

the trip, President Young contracted mountain fever

and the company split into three groups: the vanguard,

the main company, and the rear guard, which included

President Young.

“The advance company of pioneers entered the

Salt Lake Valley on 22 July 1847 and immediately set up

a crude irrigation system to flood the land and prepare

for planting. On 24 July, Brigham Young and the rear

company arrived at the mouth of Emigration Canyon.

Wilford Woodruff drove President Young in his carriage.

They looked to the future as they gazed over the valley.

Wilford Woodruff wrote, ‘Thoughts of pleasing

meditations ran in rapid succession through our minds

while we contemplated that not many years the house

of GOD would stand upon the top of the mountains

while the valleys would be converted into orchard,

vineyard, gardens and fields by the inhabitants of Zion

and the standard be unfurled for the nations to gather

there to.’ Brigham Young said he was satisfied with the

appearance of the valley as a ‘resting place for the Saints

and was amply repaid for his journey’ [Wilford Woodruff

journals, 24 July 1847; spelling and capitalization

standardized].
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Brigham Young, about 1855

“On a later occasion, Wilford Woodruff explained

that when they came out of the canyon he turned the

carriage so that President Young could see the whole

valley. ‘While gazing upon the scene before us, he was

enwrapped in vision for several minutes. He had seen

the valley before in vision, and upon this occasion he

saw the future glory of Zion and of Israel, as they would

be, planted in the valleys of these mountains. When the

vision had passed, he said, “It is enough. This is the right

place. Drive on”’ [in “Pioneers’ Day,” Deseret Evening

News, 26 July 1880, 2].

“. . . By 28 July, Brigham Young’s decision about

the location of a city was firm. Between two forks of City

Creek, he designated the lot where the temple would

stand. The city would be laid out evenly and perfectly

square from that point” (Church History in the Fulness

of Times, 333). President Young named the region

“Deseret,” which, in the Book of Mormon, is a honey

bee (see Ether 2:3).

HE WAS A GREAT LEADER AND
COLONIZER

With authority from God, President Brigham Young

led the Saints west, directed the exploration and

settlement of vast areas, founded towns and cities, and

made peace with the Indians. He started schools and

established roadways, transportation systems, telegraph

lines, irrigation, farming, industries, and mercantile

institutions. He directed the ever-expanding missionary

program and presided as the first territorial governor

of Utah. Throughout his life he worked with such

confidence that many remarked with awe that “Brother

Brigham” seemed to know exactly what he was doing

from the start. And he did! This master craftsman and

builder had been given the perfect blueprints from

which to work—nothing less than the heavenly order

of the kingdom of God.

It was not his executive ability alone that endeared

him to his family and the Saints. He was an exemplary

father, always demonstrating kindness and concern.

Working alongside the Saints and his family, he chopped

wood, cut timber, made bridges, cleared land, and built

roads. During the exodus he was the first up in the

morning and the last to retire at night, always making

the rounds to see that all were as comfortable as possible.

But above all, he was a prophet of God. He could rebuke,

yet love and inspire, demand and give, lead and follow.

The courage and humor with which he faced trials

served as an anchor and a model for the persecuted

and weary Saints.
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