
E D M U N D S - T U C K E R L A W A N D N A T I O N A L P O L I T I C S

From 1887 to 1890 the relationship6 between the Latter-day Saints and
the United States government and its citizens continued to deteriorate.
President Wilford Woodruff wrote concerning this on New Year’s Eve 1889:
“Thus ends the year 1889 and the word of the Prophet Joseph Smith is
beginning to be fulfilled that the whole nation would turn against Zion and
make war upon the Saints. The nation has never been filled so full of lies
against the Saints as to day.”7

The Edmunds-Tucker Act of 1887 included provisions aimed at destroying
the Church as a political and economic entity. The law officially dissolved 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as a legal corporation and
required the Church to forfeit to the government all property in excess of fifty
thousand dollars. Government officials set out immediately to confiscate 
Church holdings. For example, the buildings on Temple Square and other
Church offices were placed in receivership and then rented back to the
Church. In an attempt to stop the flow of European converts, the government
dissolved the Perpetual Emigrating Fund Company, the chief agency for
immigration. More and more Saints were stripped of their voting rights.
Schools were placed under the direction of the federally appointed territorial 
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Buildings on Temple Square

1. Old bowery. This was 28 feet by 40 feet. The
bowery was constructed in the summer of
1847 from upright poles with horizontal poles
fastened at the top. Boughs were then
crisscrossed over the horizontal poles to
provide shade.

2. Bowery. This was a larger facility constructed
in 1848. It had boards and planks for seats
and a stage at one end.

3. Old Tabernacle. This structure, begun in
1851, was 62 feet by 100 feet and made out
of adobe. The building ran north and south
and seated twenty-five hundred people. It was
torn down in 1870 to make way for the
Assembly Hall.

4. Endowment House. Heber C. Kimball
dedicated this building in May 1855. It was
torn down in 1889.

5. Huge bowery. Built at the same time the
Endowment House was under construction,
this bowery was used for general conferences
and later became a workshop for construction
of the Tabernacle.

6. Tabernacle. Started in 1863, the
Tabernacle was dedicated in October 1875
by John Taylor.

7. Assembly Hall. It was started in 1877 and
completed in 1880. Joseph F. Smith
dedicated the Assembly Hall in 1882.

8. First bureau of information. This was a small
octagonal building measuring 20 feet across.
It opened 4 August 1902.

9. Salt Lake Temple. Started in 1853 by Brigham
Young, the temple was dedicated 6 April 1893
by Wilford Woodruff.

10. North Visitors’ Center. This building was
dedicated by President David O. McKay on 7
March 1963.

11. Temple annex. The annex to the temple was
completed 21 March 1966.

12. South Visitors’ Center. This center was
dedicated 1 June 1978 by President 
Spencer W. Kimball.




