
U T A H  I N  I S O L A T I O N

357

Sea routes of Mormon emigration

gathering the many thousands of Church members in Europe. Friends and
relatives in Utah played an important part in gathering the European Saints.
Church leaders encouraged friends and family members to contribute cash,
or items that could be converted to cash, to the PEF office in Salt Lake City,
which in turn directed the agents abroad to send the persons named under
the care of the company. Most immigrants, however, did not come totally by
way of PEF funds. Many European Saints paid all or part of their own way.10

The PEF employed various agents along the route to the Great Basin to
assist the immigrating Saints. The agent in Liverpool, England, chartered
ships and assembled and instructed prospective emigrants. During the first
few years, the emigrants sailed to New Orleans, where another
representative met them and booked passage up the Mississippi River to St.
Louis. A third agent arranged transit up the Missouri River about five
hundred miles to an outfitting post, where a final agent prepared them for
the overland journey to Utah. In 1855 the New Orleans-Mississippi River
route was abandoned for health reasons in favor of entry into the United
States at Philadelphia, New York, or Boston, where immigrants traveled by
rail either to St. Louis or another railhead farther west. The entire journey

usually required eight or nine months.11

In over half a century of sea travel, the Saints “experienced only one sea
disaster, the wreck of the American bark Julia Ann.”12 Twenty-eight
members of the Church were aboard the Julia Ann, which set sail from
Australia bound for San Francisco. Five people lost their lives when the ship
encountered strong winds that swept them into a coral reef. “The Saints and
some masters attributed this remarkable safety record to the hand of
Providence and the fact that ships were often dedicated and blessed before
embarking on an emigrant voyage. Many of these vessels were eventually
lost at sea, but not while carrying Mormon passengers.”13

A grasshopper plague during the summer of 1855 seriously jolted the
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