
What Do You Know about the Prophet Nephi?
You probably know that Nephi was one of the writers of the Book
of Mormon, but what else do you know about him? As you read
1 and 2 Nephi you will find out that Nephi was also a scholar, a
great hunter, a blacksmith, a shipbuilder, a navigator, a goldsmith,
a record keeper, a refugee, a temple builder, a king, a warrior, a
prophet, and a seer. Do you think a man with that kind of
experience could teach us something about life?

Where and When Did Nephi Live?
Nephi lived near Jerusalem, in the Southern Kingdom of Judah,
about 600 years before the birth of Christ. The powerful nations
of Babylon and Egypt were competing for control of that part of
the world, and that small kingdom of the Jews was caught in
the middle.

Because of wickedness, the Northern Kingdom of Israel had been
conquered and its people carried away captive by the Assyrians
more than 100 years before. At the time of Nephi, wickedness was
widespread, and the Jews were subject first to one foreign power
and then another. Prophets such as Jeremiah and Nephi’s father,
Lehi, prophesied that the kingdom of Judah would also be
destroyed if the people did not repent. The prophets Ezekiel
and Daniel also lived about this same time.

Why Did Nephi Write This Book?
There are some specific truths that Nephi hoped we would learn
by reading this book. His introduction gives a brief overview of
his family and their travels and struggles (see the paragraph
under the book title, before chapter 1). He wrote that he would
show “that the tender mercies of the Lord are over all those
whom he hath chosen, because of their faith, to make them
mighty even unto the power of deliverance” (1 Nephi 1:20).
He also explained that his purpose was to “write of the things
of God” in order to “persuade men to come unto the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, and be
saved” (1 Nephi 6:3–4; see also Jacob 1:1–4).

As you read 1 Nephi, therefore, be aware that he is teaching us to
come unto Jesus Christ and be saved. He uses the experiences of
his family to demonstrate the Lord’s power to save the faithful
both in this life and in the life to come.

The events in 1 Nephi begin 600 years before the birth of
Christ. At that time, the Jews, because of their wickedness, had
fallen under the control of the powerful Babylonian empire.
The prophet Jeremiah warned the Jews to submit to Babylon or
be destroyed (see Jeremiah 27:12–13). The prophet Lehi was
also called to warn them to repent (see 1 Nephi 1:18–19). The
Jews, however, chose to listen to the counsel of false prophets
who prophesied that Babylon, not Judah, would be destroyed
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